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AXBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
1946 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
AXBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman*  Mrs.  Greenhill  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  first  Annual  Report, 
dealing  with  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Department 
for  the  Year  1946,  The  continuing  paper  shortage  necessitates 
the  brief  Report  which  has  in  latter  years  been  presented,  but, 
possibly,  next  year  it  will  be  practicable  for  me  to  submit  a more 
detailed  Report  with  a view  to  giving  a clearer  picture  and  more 
informative  in  contents,  of  the  activities  of  my  Department  during 
the  year, 

I respectfully  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  the  advice  and  support  so  readily  extended  to  me  at 
all  times  since  my  appointment, 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  S.  WATHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


August,  1947 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  1946 


Area  of  District 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value 
Population: 

1931  Census 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 
for  1946 


89*767  acres 
7,054 
£174*883 

22,076 

24,100 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

212 

189 

401 

Illegitimate 

15 

16 

31 

— » - - 

— * ■■  ■■ 

— — 

227 

205 

432 

BIRTH  RATE:  17.9 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

6 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

— > 

— — 

— — 

3 

6 

9 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  total  births):  20.4 

(1) 


DEATHS : 


Male  Female 
138  129 


Total 

267 


DEATH  RATE : 11.1 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

REGISTERED  BIRTHS  - After  allowing  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  the  Registrar  General  credited  the  District  with 
432  live  births  for  1946,  227  were  males  and  205  females.  Of 
these  31  were  illegitimate  (15  males  and  16  females).  The 
registered  number  of  still  births  was  9 (3  males  and  6 females) 
all  of  which  were  legitimate. 

The  birth  rate  for  1946  was  17*9  per  1 ,000  of  the 
population,  which  was  lower  than  for  the  country  as  a whole  (19*1 ) 

DEATHS  - 267  deaths  were  registered  to  the  District  during  the 
year.  Of  these  138  were  males  and  129  females. 


The  following  tables  show  the  causes  of  death  in  the 
Axbridge  Rural  District,  1 946 : — 


All  causes  , , . Total  267 
Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  fevers 
Cerebro  spinal  fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Gough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  diseases 

Influenza 

Measles 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio- 
encephalitis 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 
Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 
oesophagus  (m),  uterus  (F) 
Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  disease 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory 
system 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2 years 
Append! citis 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  births 
Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injuries,  infantile  diseases 
Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 

Special  causes  (included  in  All 
other  causes  above)  - 
Small-pox 


Male  Female 
138  129 


4 1 

2 2 

rnm 

3 


3 1 

3 2 

4 

17  7 

16  17 

44  53 


2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 


3 


4 

4 

5 
1 
1 
1 

3 

3 


2 


3 

1 

3 

2 

15 


1 

2 

4 

11 


(2) 


INFANT  MORTALITY  - The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of 
age,  registered  during  the  year  was  12  as  follows !- 


Under  1 week  . . 
1 - U-  weeks 
1-6  months 
6-12  months 


7 

3 

Nil 


These  12  deaths  represent  an  infant  mortality  rate 
of  27.7  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 


GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC. 

Th©  general  services  of  the  department  of  Public 
Health  were  maintained  throughout  the  year  and  various  alterations 
and  additions  are  noted  under  the  appropriate  headings  throughout 
this  Report. 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS  - Housing  accommodation  has  been  heavily  taxed, 
but  such  housing  need  is  being  alleviated  by  reason  of 
the  Council’s  bold  housing  policy  following  dwellings  being  subject 
to  Demolition  Orders  having  been  requisitioned  and  put  into  a 
reasonable  state  of  repair  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  more 
urgent  cases  of  overcrowding,  but  the  fact  remains  that  there 
are  far  too  many  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  still  being 
used  for  such  purposes. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  general  provisions 
for  Nursing  in  the  Home,  Treatment  Centres,  Clinics  and  Hospitals. 
The  problem  of  personal  infestation  is  not  serious  in  this  area 
although  some  101  cases  have  been  treated  at  the  Axbridge  Joint 
Hospital  Board  Clinic.  The  number  of  new  cases  has  fallen  very 
considerably  and  there  is  practically  no  anxiety  about  this  now. 

WATER  SUPPLY  - At  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  some 
notes  upon  water  supply  are  included  in  this  Report. 

There  is  a piped  water  supply  to  every  parish  within 
the  District.  All  such  Undertakings  are  owned  by  the  District 
Council  with  the  exception  of  the  Scheme  for  Kewstoke,  which 
Parish  is  within  the  water  supply  area  of  Weston-super-Mare. 

Certain  scattered  areas  in  a few  Parishes  are  still  dependent 
upon  private  sources  (usually  good)  and  rainwater  supplies.  Works 
as  affecting  the  carrying  out  of  proposals  for  the  areas  in  question 
will  be  put  into  effect  as  soon  as  the  time  is  opportune  but  there 
are  no  large  concentrations  of  premises  outside  the  area  of  supply. 

The  supply  during  the  year  has  been  satisfactory  both  in 
regard  to  quality  and  quantity.  Bacteriological  Examinations  of 
the  Council’s  Public  Water  Supplies  have  been  made  each  month  at 
the  Somerset  County  Council’s  Laboratory  - such  supplies  proving 
to  be  excellent  in  quality  and  analytical  samples  submitted  with 
a view  to  ascertaining  the  plumb o solvency  of  the  waters  proved 
negative. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  infectious 
disease  occurring  in  the  District  during  the  year:- 


(3) 


DISEASE 


Total  Cases 
notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Death: 

Small  Pox 

— 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever- 

17 

11 

— 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  ( including 

1 

1 

— 

paratyphoid) 

1 

1 

- 

Measles 

16 

1 

- 

Who oping  Cough 

113 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

- 

- 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  •. 

- 

- 

- 

Malaria 

- 

- 

— 

Pneumonia 

13 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

- 

- 

- 

162 


16 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Total  cases  Total 

notified  Deaths 


Tuberculosis  - Pulmonary  11 

Non -Pulmonary  7 


8 

4 


Number  of  Cases  on 
Register  at  31st. 
December,  1946 


Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

TOTAL 

Male 

Female 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

30 

30 

8 6 

38  36 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  progress  of  immunisation 
against  diphtheria :- 

Immunisation  completed 

d-uring  1946 

Under  5 years  5-15  years 
Number  of  children  .197  38 


A total  of  4,028  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  have 
completed  a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st 
December  1946  against-  an  estimated  mid-year  population  1946 
of  5,310. 


(i+) 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 
INFESTATION  ORDER  1943 


The  campaign  against  the  hrown  rat  has  now  become 
firmly  established  following  a house  to  house  survey  of  the 
District  coupled  with  the  co-operation  of  the  public.  Farms, 
piggeries  and  smallholdings  received  inspections  and  many  such 
premises  are  at  present  under  contract  with  the  Somerset  War 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  for  rat  treatment  over  a 
period  of  twelve  months. 

The  Council's  Refuse  Tip  is  being  periodically  treated 
and  infestation  has  been  reduced  to  a very  low  level,  A high 
measure  of  success  has  also  been  attained  as  regards  sewer 
treatment  in  various  parishes. 


Total  number  of 
Number  of  cases 

Total  number  of 

Total  number  of 
Total  number  of 
Total  number  of 


complaints  or  reports  of  rat  infestation 
where  no  definite  signs  of  infestation 

could  be  found 

holes  found  excluding  traps  set  and  bait 

boxes  used 

pre-baits  laid 
poison  baits  laid 
complaints  of  re-infestation 


275 

17 

3,326 

6,658 

3,325 

23 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

There  were  106  factories  (including  factories  in  which 
mechanical  power  is  used)  within  the  District  and  registered 
under  the  Act.  Periodical  inspection  ensures  that  these 
premises  are  kept  in  a proper  sanitary  condition. 


CAMPING  SITES 

The  following  licences  were  approved  or  refused 
during  the  year:- 

Camping  Site  Licences  Moveable  Dwelling  Licences 

Approved  - 29  Approved  - 8 

Refused  - 16  Refused  - 3 

Strict  control  is  being  maintained  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  to  ensure  as  far 
as  possible,  protection  of  the  District  against  undesirable 
development  and  detraction  from  local  amenities,  although 
such  provisions  have  been  found  to  be  inadequate  in  many 
respects . 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


(a) 

Total  number  of  Registered  Dairy  Farms 

893 

Cb) 

Number 

of 

Retailers 

1 0b 

(c) 

Number 

of 

Producer-Retailers  included  in  (b) 

76 

U) 

Number 

of 

licenced  pasteurising  plants 

Nil 

(e) 

Number 

of 

Heat-Treatment  plants  not  included 

in  ( d) 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Licences  77 


Accredited  Milk  Licences  Qb 


Pasteurise^1  Milk  Licences 


3 


Heat  Treatment  Licences 


1 


INSPECTION  OF  COWSHEDS  - 1946 


Informal  Notices  complied  with 

48 

Formal  Notices  Served 

50 

Formal  Notices  complied 

with 

103 

MILK  SAMPLES 

Number 

taken 

Results 

Retail  Supplies 

110 

70  - Good 
15  - Fair 
8 - Poor 

1 - Very  Poor 

2 - Bad 

14  ~ Very  Bad 

Tuberculin  Tested 

122 

106  - Satisfactory 
16  - Unsatisfactory 

Accredited 

140 

117  - Satisfactory 
23  - Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised 

32 

29  - Satisfactory 
2 - Unsatisfactory 
1 - Very  do. 

Heat-Treatment 

11 

11  - Satisfactory 

Mixed  Herd  (Tubercle  Test)  48 

46  - Negative 
2 - Positive 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 

The  routine  collection  of  Refuse  & Salvage  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  District  is  still  maintained  and  in  addition 
to  being  helpful  as  regards  reducing  nuisance  contributes  to 
the  national  effort  for  salvage  material.  The  Cesspool  Emptier, 
used  in  connection  with  Contracts  and  for  private  dwellings,  is 
doing  valuable  work. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  DONE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Houses  and  premises  inspected  (apart  from 

re-inspections)  567 

Total  inspections  (including  re-inspections)  2,493 

Complaints  investigated  226 

Written  notices  and  letters  sent  1,219 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  abated  1 

"Tuisancos  from  accumulation  of  manure  abated  32 

Rooms,  Classrooms  and  domestic ‘offices 

disinfected  and  disinfested  29 

Milk  Samples  taken  463 

PERIODICALLY  VISITED 

Registered  Cowkeepers  & Wholesale  Purveyors  893 

Registered  Retail  Purveyors  104 

Private  Slaughterhouses  (all  slaughtering  carried 
out  at  Weston-super-Mare  Public  Ababattoir)  19 

Bakehouses  17 

Factories  and  Workshops  106 


(6) 


